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O, Neighbour, now I hope you are 
convinc'd : Did you obſetve the Ap- 
pearances in the Skie tochet Night? 
The very Heavens ceſtify againſt you. 
I muſt own, I did not myſelf ſee hat ſome fancy'd 
reſembl'd Men, whether with Heads or without; but 
I ſaw hat ſarisfy'd me that God Almighty is diſ- 
pleas'd with ſuch Proceedings. I wiſh the Blood of 
theſe Gentlemen don't cry for Vengeance againſt us. 
Deus avertat Omen ! Tho' after all, God, I hope, will 
plead the Cauſe of the Church. | | 

Whig. You would amaze? me, but that I know what 
Company you keep, and have heard enough of ſuch 
Stuff as this of late; tho'I am ſorry to hear One with 
grey Hairs on his Head talk {o exttavagamly: And 
muſt tell you, after all your Noite and Din for the 
Church, as if you, and the Gentlemen of your Stamp, 
were the only Pillars of it, you take Methods to make 
yourſelves and the Cliurch too ridiculous. The Blood 
of theſe Gentlemen cry for Vengeance! Pray, Sir, 
hat can you ſay for theſe Gentlemen? It you, gr any 
Facobite in Britain, can offer one Word of ſober Reaſon 
to juſtiſy what they have done; to excuſe,, or ſo much 
as palliate the Crime of their Rebellion, Il be willing 
to die to atane for the Blood that's ſhed, and to re- 
deem what's behind. Az _ FJ. Lon 


Facobite. 
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J. You are warm, Neighbour : I perceive Ive rais d 
the Old Man in you. | hoped when God himſelf had 
taken the Work into his own Hand, you wou'd have 
been more ſoft' ned; but it feems you are the ſamo 
Man till, and tis like your Party will purſue the ſame 
Meaſures, notwithſtanding Heaven ſo openly de- 
clares againſt —— | 

. Againſt what? Speak out, if you have any Thing 
to ſay : If you mean, againſt the Ingratitude of a ſtu- 

id Nation, that have enjoy'd the Bleſſings of the Re- 
ormed Religion, and a free Government ſo long, and 
yet know not how to value them : If you mean againſt 
the preſent unnatural, unreaſonable, horrid Rebellion, 
there's ſome Senſe in it: But, I ſuppoſe, tis ſomething 
elſe you point at; Vu would inſinuate ſome extraordinary 
Iniquity in the preſent Times, that the Foundations are out 
of Courſe, the Government uſurped, the Adminiſtration cor- 
rupt ; and, as was ſaid, of the Old World, the Land filled 
with Violence; and that all this was legible in the Face 
of the Skie on Tueſday Night. > DIY 

J. Ah Sir, ſuch Reflections are but too wellground- 
ed, tho' I know you make light of them. 

. You ſeem to expreſs yourſelf with an Air of 
Concern, as if you was in earneſt ; and tho' I've very 
little Hopes of removing the obſtinate Prejudices you 
have imbibed, yet having found you a Perſon of good 
Nature, and in other Matters not unperſuadable, I ſhall 
be willing to talk a little with you, if you pleaſe, upon 
the Subject you have ſtarted ; and all that I ſhall ask 
of you, as a Poſtulatum, is, That you will not re- 
nounce common Senſe, deny palpable Matter of Fact, 
and evident Reaſon. I ſhall fall directly upon the 
Point in Hand, and deſire we may uſe as few Words 
needleſly as poſhble, becauſe I have but a little Time 
to ſpend wich you. 

(I.) Don't you think that Rebellion is a very hei- 
nous Sin? | 

J. Yes certainly, the Scripture ſays, *Tis as the Sin 
of Witchcraft. 


M. You alledge the hackney Text of your Party on 
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ſuch Occaſions ; but excuſe me; if I ſay, tis impertt 
nent; it ſpeaks of King Saul's Sin againſt God, and nor 
of Civil Rebellion; however, it ſhews the Senſe you 
have of the Thing, and that is enough for my preſent 
Purpoſe. FI 

(2.) Don't you allow, if King George be the rightful 
Sovereign of theſe Realms, that then the preſent In- 
ſurrection is Rebellion, and the Gentlemen, you ſo ten- 
derly ſympathize with, are Rebel: ? 

J. If bebe? Now you make me ſmile ; I thought 
you wou'd ſhow your weak Side preſently. 

I. Smile! but ſurely it muſt be at your own Folly ; 
I know Nothing elſe you have to fmile at: I'll go fur- 
ther, and aſſert, He has as full, and as juſt a Title to the 
Crown he wears, as any Prince in Chriſtendom to his; 
and I challenge you, and all the Facobites in England, to 
diſpute that Point with you; and that you may not 
think me confident without Reaſon, I fhall ler you ſee 
the Grounds I go upon. 

(1.) Tis certain, and even capable of Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Right and Title any Prince on Earth has 
to his Crown, or the ſupreme Government, depends 
upon the Conſtitution, Law, or Cuſtom of that Coun- 
try where he governs : It would be but an odd Com- 
plement to any Man's Intellectuals, to ſuppoſe he need- 
ed a formal Proof of this. I ſpeak not here of extraor- 
dinary Caſes, as a divine Appointment formerly among 
the Fews, or Conqueſt now: Bur ordinarily, no Man 
has any Right but what the Law derives to him; which 
is true of all univerſally, from the meaneſt Subject, to 
the Sovereign upon the Throne. 

Hence, (2.) Look round the World, and you'll find 
the Foundation or Rule of Right to the Crown or Go- 
vernment is not every where one and the ſame, fix d 
and invariable, but different, according to the different 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the feveral Countries: In 
Poland, tis the Election of the People, that gives 
Right according to their Conſtitution: In France, and 
ſome other Places, a Female, the next in Blood, and 
the only Iſſue of che Prince that reigns, has no Right, 


being 
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being excluded by what they call the Salique Law: 
Here in Ergland, the Crown is partly Hereditary, and 
the Right of ſucceeding to the Government from 
Birth, tho' with Limitations and a Power in the Go- 
vernment of ſetting alide the next in Succeſſion, and 
fixing on another, as the Exigencies of the State are 
judged to require. Thus by the 13th of Eliz. Cap. r. 
tis made High- Treaſon to affirm, That the Laws and 
Statutes do not bind the Right of the Crown, and the Deſcent, 
Limitation, Inheritance, and Government thereof. Which 
is renew'd in theſe Terms, by the 4th of Q. Anne, 
Cap. 8. That if any ſhall affirm, That the Kings and Queen: 
of England, by and with tbe Authority of Parliament, are 
mot able to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient Force and 
Validity to limit and bind the Crown of this Realm, and 
the Deſcent thereof ; every ſuch Perſon ſhall be guilty of 
High Treaſon ; and being cenvicted, &c. ſhall ſuffer Pains 
of Death, and all Loſſes and Forfeitures, as in Caſe of High- 
Treaſon. So that tho' we have, to avoid the Confuſion 
of frequent Elections, ſettled the Crown on Families, 
tis with K<itriction, and a Power of limiting the Suc- 
ceſſion; no Man's Birth alone makes him King, unleſs 
he has the Qualifications the Laws require : To deny 
this, is no leſs than High Treaſon. 

(3) In Purſuance o this inherent, neceſſary Power 
in the Government, of providing for its own Safety, 
and Limiting the Succeſſion, our States have wiſely ex- 
cluded all Papifts, and made them for ever incapable 


of ſucceeding to the Britiſh Crown; the Words ofthe. 


Act are: * Whereas it has been found by Experience, 
that it is inconſiſtent with tbe Safety and Welfare of this 
Proteſtant King dom, to be govern d by a pepiſh Prince, or 
by a King or Queen marrying a Papiſt ; Be :t therefore 
Enatied, That all and every Perſon that is, or ſuall be recon» 
ciled to, or hold Communion with the See, or Church of 
Rome, or ſhall profeſs the pepiſh Religion, or ſuall marry a 
Papiſt, ſhall be excluded, and be for ever incapabie to inbe- 
rit, poſſeſs, or enjoy the Crown of this Realm; or to have, uſe, 
or exerciſe any Regal Power, &C. eAnd in all ſuch Caſe, or 


Caſes, 
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Caſes, the People ſhall be, and are hereby abſoly'd of their 
eAllegiance. 

(4.) Beſides this general Excluſion of Papiſts, your 
Pretender is by Name excluded, * and attainted of High- 
Treaſon ; nay, *cis declar d High-Treaſon, adviſcaly, 
and directly to maintain and affirm, That the pretended P. 
of Wales, fyling himſelf K. of England, by the Name of 
James the Third, hath any | Right or Title to the Crown of 
theſe Realms. And I need not tell you, That the fame 
Law that has put an unmoveable Bar in the Way of 
the Pretender, has ſettled the Crown on King George 
and his Family, being Proteſtants, 12. H. ap. 2. f. An. 
Cap. 8. And in the preſent Oath of eAllegiance and Ab- 
juration, which ſeveral of you Gentlemen have taken, 
you own King George's Title inthe ſtrongeſt Terms. I'll 
tub up your Memory, by recitiring a Part cf it: I, AB. 
do fincerely acknowledge profeſs, teſtify, and declrre, in my 
Conſcience, before God, and the World, That our Sovereign 
Lord King George, 5s lawful and rig btful King , this 
R ;alm, &c. And I do ſolemnly ond ſincerely d clave, That 
T do believe in my Conſcience, that the Perlen pretending to 
be Prince of Wales, during the Life of :b: lite K. James, 
and ſince bis Deceaſe taking npcn bimſelf the Style and Title 
of K. of England, Cc. hath not any R. or Title hat- 
ſoe ver to the Crown of this Realm: and 1 do renounce, re ſuſe, 
and abjure any eAllegiance or Obedience to bim, &c. Now, 
Sir, this being the State of the Caſc, this being the 
Law and C onſtitution of England, tis ſo evident, as not 
to admit of Debate, Tliat King George is the only Tor> 
ſon that hath any R je bt to the Brit iſh Crown, and to w:homs 
the Subjects can with a ſafe Conſcience pry Allegiance. And 
I ſcarce need make the nfcrence for you, That thbere- 
fore the Pretender has no Claim or Rignt: And 2gain, 
therefore thoſe concern d in the preſent Inſurrection, 
are Rebell. 

F. You have been very particular on this Head. I 
am ſenſible where the Right is, accerding to your Ae 
Parliament; But you take no Notice of a divine Right, 
which all the Acts of Parliament in the World can't at- 

f-ct.2? 
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ſect: Kings are-born to their Crowns, as other Heieg 
in a Family to their Eſtates, and their Right is divine, 
hereditary, and unalienable. WE 

. You would not be pleas d, ſhould I give ſuch Talk 
its proper Name: However, I ſhall take the Freedom 
to tell you, That I have examin'd your Notion careful- 
ly, and am well aſſur'd 'tis a meer Whim, and ſubſiſts 
no where but in the confus d Imagination of a Tory. 
Pray, what do you found this Dream of a divine, inde- | 
feaſible Right upon ? Is there any Declaration from 


Heaven for it? When was it made, and to whom ? For 
my Part, I have read the Bible from firſt to laſt, and 
can't find one Word of it; and I dare ſay no Body elle, 
unleſs inſtcad of ſeeking it there, he bring it along 
with him. You can't prove, nor all the Facobire _ = 
Earth, that God has appointed any one particular 
Species of Government, as what he would have obtain 
univerſally and in every Nation: Much leſs has he 
fix'd the Righ!, the Manner, and Order of Succeſſion. 
The Jes indeed, were put under Kingly Govern- { 
ment, at their own fooliſh and ſinful Requeſt (after | 
they grew weary of the Theocracy) and againſt the 
Remonſtrances of God and the Prophet. Their firſt 
King (Saul) had a divine Right, being choſen imme= |} 
diately by God, as well as the People; and yet this 
was ſo far from being indefeaſible and hereditary, 
that he foricited the Crown by his Male-adminiſtrati- 
on, was rejected of God, and his Poſterity depriv'd of | 
the Succeſſion. David, their next King, was choſen 
out of 2 mean Family, and was the youngeſt of all | 
Jes SOS, (1 Sam, xvi. 11.) And tho' he was a 
good Prince, and the Crown was ſettled in his Fami- 
ly ; yet fo as no Way favours your Notion of heredi- 
tary Right, Solomon, one of his younger Sons, being 
appointed to ſucceed him, to the Excluſion of Abſalom, 
Adonijab, &c. who according to the Law of Birth- 
right, might claim before him: And if you purſue the 
Scripture Hiſtory of this Matter, you'll find other In- 
ſtances enow to the like Purpoſe. Now I ask you, 
Where's your divine, indefeaſible, hereditary Right of 


Kings? . 
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Kings? You ſee it has no Foundation in Scriptute. 
When Gov choſe a King for his People the Fews, 
the firſt Royal Family was depriv'd of the Crown 
after a ſingle Reign; the ſecond had the Crown 
continu'd in a younger Branch : And are not theſe 
admirable Precedents for divine, hereditary, indefea- 
ſible Right? Or can it be imagn'd, That if there 
was any ſuch Thing, theſe firſt Examples ſhou'd be 
ſo abſolutely againſt it? You ſay, Your Pretender 
has an hereditary Right, which no humane Laws 
or Settlements can make void. But whence is this 
Right? If you anſwer, Becauſe he's of the Family 
of the Stuart, who had a divine, indefeaſible Right: 


. 


I reply, Saal had a more divine Right than they, and 
yet his Children were excluded: Tho' after all, I don't 
ſuppoſe the Jewiſh Polity was deſign'd for a Pattern 
to all the World, or that theſe Inſtances abſolutely 
bind us either in one Reſpect or another: However, 
they may ſerve for what we call, Argumentum ad ho- 
minem, and ſhew how lame your Plea is from Scrip- 
ture in Behalf of a divine Right. Not that I deny Go- 
vernment in itſelf to be divine, and that Monarchy is 
an excellent Species of it, (for ſome Countries ; ) but 
what particular Form of Government, Whether Mo- 
narchy, Ariſtocracy, or a Common- wealth, ſhall be 
eſtabliſh'd in this or that Nation ; what Perſons ſhall 
be entruſted with the Adminiſtration, and how the 
Right of Succeſſion ſhall deſcend ; all this is humane : 


The Scripture meddles not with it; which it may be 


is what the Apoſtle Peter intends; when ſpeaking of 
* Government, he calls it «&r3gorirn Mi jE] an Ordinance 
of «Man, or a humane Creature. Government in ge- 
neral, is the Ordinance of God, as the Apoſtle Paul 
calls it ; but the Specification of it is from Man, and 
humane. I might further take Notice, what Conſu- 
ſion your Notion would involve the World in: It 


would unking the greateſt Part, if not all the Mo- 


narchs on Earth. And pray look over the Liſt of ; 
our own Princes ſince the Norman Conqueſt, andAee 
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what Work it would make among us. What Right 
IVilliam I, whom we call the Conqueror, had, I can't 
Imagine, if your Scheme have any Senſe in it; and 
am ſure, his Son, William II, had none; he being 
a younger Brother, and the eldeſt Son (Robert) alive, 
when he was made King. Nor had Henry I, Stepben, 
Fobn, Henry IV, Henry V, Henry VI, Richard III, any 
Right by Proximity of Blood : So that you wou'd do 
well to conſider, that while you turn ſo many of our 
Kings into Uſurpers, you turn their Laws into Nullities, 
undermine our Titles to our Eſtates, and ſet us toge- 
ther by the Ears, ſcuffling for em. But Ill have done 
wich this Chimera, which indeed is regarded no where, 
any further than Mens particular Intereſts are ſerv'd 
by it; no, not in France; witneſs the Salique Law, men- 
tion d before; witneſs the preſent _ of Spain's re- 
nouncing the Crown of France, for himſelf and Heirs ; 
as his Grandfather did that of Spain, when he marry'd 
the Infanta. Tis plain, they admit of no Notion of a 
divine Right, but what is ſubject to Reaſons of State, and 
varies, as their Intereſt varies; it they did, they 
wou'd not ſurely pretend to controul it by humane 
Compacts. 

F. But you'll grant, if K. James II, had not been 
a Papiſt, nor his Son bred up in the Catholick Reli- 
gion, he wou d have had a Right, nor wou'd our Law- 
Makers have gone about to exclude him; and is it 
not hard a Man ſhould loſe his Birth-Right, purely for 
Conſcience Sake, and on the Account of Religion : 

I. I find you take your Pretender's Royal Birth for 
granted, and tis like, think I do ſo too; becauſe I did 
not before call it in queſtion: But I muſt tell you, it 
has ſo many Marks of Impoſture in it, that if a Son in 
my Family was half fo ſuſpicious, I ſhou'd not eſteem 
it honourable to make him my Heir, and beſtow my 
Eſtate upon him. And ſince, without Deſign, I have 
fallen upon this Subject, I ſhall mention to you ſome 
Circumſtances of his Birth, which you may find more 
at large in the Memorial of the Engliſu Proteſtants to the 
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rince and Princeſs of Orange. They take Notice, 
That the Cuſtom in England, of Notifying to the 
* next Heir the approaching Delivery of the Queen, 
c was omitted. Her Breaſts never ſwell'd, nor was 
* any Milk ever ſeen in them. The Queen, contrary 
to her former Cuſtom, wichdrew into a private 
©*© Room, when ſhe chang'd her Linnen, and wou'd 
*© never ſuffer any Proteſtant Lady to be by. The 
i Place of her pretended Lying-in was ſo variouſly 
© reported, that the Ladies moſt concern'd knew nor 
*© how to prepare for Attendance: Her Royal High- 
ce neſs, the Princes of Dexmark, was kept at the Bath 
ce till the Time was over: The Queen was late at 
Cards on Saturday Night, very well; and on a ſud- 
ce den ſaid, ſhe wou'd Lie- in at St. James s: She cry d- 
c out the very next Day about Ten a Clock, when 
c molt of the Proteſtant Ladies were at Church. In 
the Room where the Queen lay, there was a private 
* Door within the Rail of the Bed into another 
* Room, from whence a Child might be convey'd in- 
* tothe Queen's Bed unſeen. Three popiſh Confi- 
© dents, the Midwife, Mrs. Labadie, and Mrs. Tourain, 
- © paſs d thro? that ſecret Door backward and forward, 
none of the Lords of the Council being able to ſee 
* any Thing that was done; only they were ſeen in 
* the Bed- Chamber with the King, that their Names 
** might be publiſh'd to the People. The Queen was 
* Deliver'd in a very little Time. No Signs of her 
* Majeſty's known Weakneſs in the Pangs of Birth ap- 
„ pear'd; bur all was ſuddenly diſpatch'd, and the 
* Midwife delivering ſomething cloſe cover'd to 
* Mrs. Labadie, they went both thro' the private Door 
* in ſo great haſte as to leave her Majzſ\ty in thoſe 
* Moments, when her (the Midwitc s) Aſliſtance 
* was moſt wanted; and as none law what was taken 
* out of the Bed, none heard any ( hild Cry in it.“ 
Now conſidering the violent Suſpicion of the Na- 
tion of a Cheat, in ſo much, that the Queen's grear 
Belly was ridicul'd in Lampoons, that flew even about 
Whitchall itlelf, tis ſtrange, to Amazemgpt, that no 
| B 2 : more 
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more Care was taken to give the Publick Satisſaction. 
I remember, that tis ſaid of the Empreſs Conſtantia, 

Wife to Henry IV, Emperor of Germany, That being 
in Years, and the People ſuſpe&ing ſhe was paſt Child- 
bearing, ſhe prepar'd a Place in publick, where ſhe re- 
main'd till her Labour, with Keepers, that no Sup- | 
poſititious Child might poſſibly be convey to her; | 
and where, in the Sight of the Citizens, ſhe brought 
forth a Prince, who was afterwards Frederick II. But 
here, all Things are huddled up in Darkneſs ; and ſo 
manag d, that if the Birth was real, tis impoſſible for 
an unprejudic'd Perſon, not to queſtion it. 

Ir increaſes the Suſpicion, That the Papifts, (who 
knew their Cauſe was like to be ruin d, if K. Fames 
died without an Heir Male, that might exclude his 
Proteſtant Daughters) were ſo mightily ſolicitous in 
the Affair; which no doubt would ſet their Heads at 
Work: And tho” at the Time of the Birth, many of 
them call'd it miraculous, yet they ſpoke of it before 
with ſtrange Aſſurance, That the Queen would have ( 
a Child, and that it would be a Son. When the Earl of | 
Caſtlemain was ſent Ambaſſador to the Pope by K. 
James, the Feſuits ſhew'd one of his Retinue a Device, 
ſignifying their Expectation and Confidence with Re- 
ference to this Matter, and implying, as one wou'd 
think, that they were let into the Secret: The Device 
was a Lilly, from whoſe Leaves diſtill'd ſome Drops of 
Water, which, as Naturaliſts ſay, becomes the Seeds of 
new Lillies; and the Motto was, Lachrymor in prolem, I | 
weep for a Child; and underneath was this Diftich : 


Pro Natis, Facobe gemis, Flos candide Regum ; 
Hos Natura tibi ſi neget eAſtra dabunt. 


** O Fames, thou beſt of Kings, doſt thou weep for 
Children, if Nature denies, Heaven will grant the 
* Blefling.” But that neither Nature, nor the Stars gave 
K. Fame, this Son, but that he was the Birth of a popiſh 
Fuggle, and Impoſture, the Circumſtances before-menti- 
ond render it at leaſt groſsly ſuſpicious. So that I ol 
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tell you, had I as great an Opinion as you, of Nearneſs 


and Relation of Blood, I ſhould prefer, on that very 
Account, the Title of King George (in whom the 
Royal Families of Plantaginet and Stuart are united) to 
that of the Pretender, whom no Body knows (except a 
Few in the Secret) whence he is. 

And beſides, when you talk ſo much of his Right, 
and his Birth-Right, you ſhou'd call to Mind, that the 
good People of England have their Birth-Rights as well 
as your Pretender; even tho' his Birth was unqueſtion- 
ably Royal. We have all of us a Birth-Right to our 
Eſtates, Religion and Liberties : And pray how comes 
his Right to ſuperſede and null all our Rights ? Who gave 
him, or any One elſe, a Right to ruin Mankind? to 
trample on the Necks of Millions of People, and tear 
out their Bowels ? which muſt be the Conſequence of 
owning the Right of a Papiſt, and ſubmitting to the 
Pretender : For my Part, as the Law has made me free 
(the Law of God has left me fo, the Law of Nature, 
and the Law of the Land has made me fo) I'm reſolv d 
to ſtand faſt in my Liberty, as long as I can, and never 
ſacrifice the Bleflings of my Birth and dear Country, 
to the Luſtof your Sham Sovereign. 

F. This is all Exclamation : Can you imagine, we 
deſire to be undone any more than you? We are not 
for parting with our Religion, or Liberties either ; but 
expect to have them better ſecur d, by that Sovereign 
you ſpeak of, with ſo much Contempt, under whom we 
may be all happy. 

. Better ſecur d! Why; were they ever ſafer than 
under the preſent Adminiſtration ? or humanely ſpeak- 
ing, is it poſſible they ſhould ? But ſuppoſe, that real- 
ly your Religion and Liberties were in Danger, where 
lies the Wiſdom of ſeeking to a popiſh Pretender to 
reſcue them? If you knew what Popery is; if you 
knew the Conſcience of a popiſh Prince ; you wou'd 
never wiſh to ſee a Proteſtant Church under his Pro- 
tection; which is juſt the ſame Thing, as for a Flock of 
Sheep to chooſe a Wolf fur their Shepherd. The Fretender is 


a Wolf by Principle, wharever he is by natural Incli- 
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nation: As a pupil of France, bred up in the Maxims 
of arbitrary Government, he's taught to deſtroy our 
Civil Liberties; and as a Papiſt, he's ſworn to deſtroy 
our Religious. Methinks you cannot but reflect upon 
his refuſing juſt now the Coronation-Oath in Scotland; 
which muſt be becauſe he wou'd not come under any 
Obligations to favour your Hereſy ; nor have his Oaths 
caſt up at every Turn by you, and thrown in his Way, 
while he was accompliſhing the Work he has under- 
taken: And for the ſame Reaſon, no Queſtion, tis, that 
he does not ſo much as promiſe to ſupport our Church 
and Religion, in his Declaration, Dated from Com- 
mercy. He ſays indeed, Let the religious Right of all our 
Subjects receive a Confirmation in a Free Parliament; let 
Conſciences truly tender, be indulged. But he promiſes 
Nothing. Which I mention, not to his Reproach at 
all ; for I lock upon this plain Dealing, to be the moſt 
honourable Thing I ever heard of him. In the mean 
time, 'tis no ſmall Reproach to you, who call your- 
ſelves Proteſtants, that you thus ſtickle for one that does 
not ſo much as ſpeak you fair, nor give you any Aſ- 
ſurances for the Security of your Religion: It ſhews 
your Credulity, the Groſsneſs of the Infatuation you 
are under; and I muſt needs ſay, looks like a Judgment 
of God upon us, who for our Sins has given up ſo great 
a Body of Unthinking People to ſtrong Deluſions : I 
wiſh it be not to theirs, and all our Ruin. 

I know but one Thing you can ſuggeſt againſt what 
I have been hinting ; 1 don't ſay one Thing, which 
has any Weight in it; for that it has not, but with 
which you can poſſibly cheat yourſelves into a Con- 
fidence in the Pretender; and that is, That tho' he 
has been a little upon the Reſerve with you ; yet his 
known Goodneſs, the Obligations he'll be under to 
you for his Advancement, and even his own Intereſt 
will oblige him to be kind to the Church of England, 
and protect you in all your Privileges both Civil and 
Religious. To this I anſwer, (1.) That you have 
a Prince upon the Throne from whom you may 
juitly expect all this: I would not leſſen the great 


King 
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King George ſo far as to compare him with your Pre- 
render ; but ſurely it muſt argue Diſtraction in a 
Church of England-Man to think himſelf and Religi- 
on Safer, under ſuch a Tool as the St. German's Pu- 
pil, than under a ſtanch Proteſtant, The wiſeft and 

aveft Prince in Chriſtendom. (2.) I think it may be 
reaſonably inferr'd, the Pretender deſigns you no ſuch 
Favour as you expect, from his ſoying Nothing of it, 
when it might have ſerv'd his Intereſt with ſome of 
you at leaſt ; tho others are reſolv'd to eſpouſe him 
upon any Terms, and to run all Hazards for him, 
without ſo much as looking before them or asking 
Queſtions. (3.) I add, ſhould his Inclinations be ne- 
ver ſo kind to you, (and I believe he intends you the 
Honour of Martyrdom if you don't prevent him by 
your Apoſtacy) nay, ſhould he promiſe and ſwear 
by all that's facred to maintain your Eſtabliſhmenr, 
tit what be can't do: Principle would Controul Na- 
ture, and the prior and ſuperior Obligations of Con- 
ſcience cancel the moſt ſolemn Stipulations with Pro- 
reftants. The Religion he has learnt teaches him, 
That Faith is not to be kept with Hereticks. He's bound 
on Penalty of Depoſition and Damnarion, to deſtroy 
them out of his Dominions. The Decrees of two 
General Councils (Conftantine and Lateran) hang over 
his Head, arm'd with the moſt terrible Anathema's in 
Caſe he ſhould be remiſs in the Diſcharge of his Duty, 
and ſhew Mercy to Hereticks contrary to his Vows. 
Fll give you the Words of the Council of Lateras : 
* If the Temporal Governour, being requir d and admoniſh- 
ed, ſhall neglect to purge his Country of Hereſy, let this be 
ſigniſi d to the Pope, that from benceforth he may declare his 
Subjects free from their eAllegiance. Nay, Pope Mar- 
tin V, went fo far as to tell the Duke of Lithuania, 
Thar he Sin'd mortally if he kept his Oath with He- 
reticks. So that ſhould this Youngſter you dote on, give 
you the Security of Promiſes and Oaths, he would re- 
gard them no more than his pretended Father did, who, 
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ou know, made all the Haſte poſſible to break them 

© Nay, ſhould he be touch'd with Compaſſion, with a 
Senſe of Honour and Graticude towards a Company 
of Mad-men, that were willing to ruin themſelves 
and Poſterity to ſerve him; yet the Terrors of the 
holy Father's Rod, the eAnathema's of the Church, 
the Dread of a future Purgatory, and Hell, would force 
him thro' theſe leſſer Reſtraints: He muſt perſecute and 
deſtroy you whether he would or not ; the ſame Argument 
would urge him to it, that one of the Popiſh Lords is 
ſaid to make uſe of when he engaged in this Rebelion, | 
Viz. his Salvation lay at Stake. h 

FJ. But ftill, methinks, tis a little harſh, that a Man 
who has done Nothing to forfeit it, ſhould loſe his 
Right, purely on the Account of bis Religion. 

. Harſh! Not at all, when what you call his Right 
would be the Ruin of the Community, as in this Caſe, 
I have undeniably prov'd it would; fo that I do and 
muſt maintain, was his Birth leſs ſuſpected then tis, 
that the Law which excludes him, is juſt and ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Safery of the State, (as 
Proteſtant ; ) nor would you yourſelf think it any 
greater Hardſhip (had you not loſt the Power of ſo- 
ber Conſideration) than *tis to deprive a Lunatick of bis 
Eſtate, and diſpofe of it to the next Heir of a ſober 
Mind: For who ſees not that a Papiſt is far more unfit 
to be entruſted with the Government of a Proteſtant 
Kingdom, than a Lunatick with a private Eſtate ; the 
one would only injure a particular Family, the other 
deſtroy a Communicy. Pray refle& on the Practice 
and Conduct of the Papiſts in this Matter, of whom 
of late you begin to ſpeak ſo favourably ; Do they *$ 
allow Proteſtants any Right to Crowns among them? þ 
"Tis their avow d Doctrine, That Hereſy in a Prince 
is an univerſal Forfeiture of his Crown, his Life, and 
All : accordingly their Church deprives, depoſes, * | 
excommunicates heretical Kings, and leaves them o - 
the Mercy of Ruffians, who may murder them and be 
guilcleſs. You remember the Fate of HH I 
France, who was foro d to declare himſelſ a F 
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he could fit quietly on his Throne; and being afters 
wards ſuſpected to incline too much to the Hugonors, 
Ravilliac was imployed to aſſaſſinate him. Now pray, 
my good Neighbour, can you give me any Reaſon 
why we in England ſhould not exclude a Papift, as 
well as the Papiſts every where exclude Proteſtants ; 
4 eſpecially when the Religion of the latter includes, 
as irs eſſential Principles, univerſal Love, Charity, 
and Compaſlion ; and the Religion of the formet 
breathes nothing but Fire and Faggot, Deſolation 
| and Slaughter. 
| F. You're a warm Advocate for your Cauſe ; and, I 
muſt confeſs, have offer'd more for it than I expected 
| could have been ſaid: But you muſt grant the pre- 
; ſent Government has not taken the moſt proper Me- 
thods, to reconcile its Enemies, and recommend it 
ſelf ro the Nation: Our Church can go as far as 
| any Society in the World in true Loyalty ; but it 
| has not loſt the Senſe of Feeling ; Oppreſſion will make 


a wiſe e Man mad. 
. .I am glad you have mention'd this; it bein 
; the common Topick your Party inſiſts upon to aſ- 


>. perſe the preſent Government, and ſpread their Ve- 
nom among the People; but really 'tis the moſt un- 
ö reaſonable and impudent Slander, that ever was in- 
vented: Full two Years are not expir'd ſince his Ma- 
jeſty's happy Acceſſion ; tis eaſy to look back upon 
the Occurrences of ſo ſhort a Reign; and to recount 
the ſeveral Tranſactions thereof; which furely muſt 
be freſh in their Memories, that cry out fo loudly of 
Oppreſſion, as to take up Arms, and attempt to de- 
throne their lawful Sovereign on that Account: Now 
Sir, we'll bring this Matter to a ſpeedy Iſſue. I have 
only one Thing to demand of you, than which No- 
thing can be more reaſonable, viz, That if neither 
Þ - - -You nor any of your Party throughout Britain, can 
* Peg a Single Inſtance of Injuſtice, Tyranny or 


oon, in his Majeſty's whole Adminiſtration hi- 

= Ferre; that you'll then grant the Clamour raiſed a- 

igt a King, muſt be Nothing but Malice, and 
*. 
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| (18) 
he. Contrivance of 2 baſe Faction, that have vile 
ds to ſerve thereby. This, Sir, is what I ask of you, 
and if after all your Noiſe you can alledge Nothing in 
the Government that bas ſo much as the Appearance of Ty- 
ramny in it, and I challenge Malice it ſelf to do its wort ; 
then I expect you'll deſert your Party, and be aſha- 
med of your Cauſe and Company for the future. 

F. You come cloſe now, and think to pinch me : I 
own have not been ſo buſie in Politicks, as to be able 
to anſwer you fully in this Matter ; but I have heard 
ſeveral Complaints, that I can't think are wholly 
groundleſs: You may be ſure we can't but with Con- 
cern ſee the Friends of the Church all turn'd out of 
Place and in Diſgrace : If a Man ſpeaks a Word amiſs, 
he's preſently bound over and hal'd to Priſon : The 
Habeas Corpus Act, the great Relief of the oppreſſed 
Subject, is now ſuſpended, that no Man can have the 
Benefit of that Law); nor is this the worſt of it, 
a ſtanding Army is kept up to awe the Subject, and 
terrify the Nation. 

. You need not plead Inſufficiency ; you un- 
derſtand well enough the Shibboleth of your Party, and 
have alledg'd all that ever I heard from any of them; 

and how perfectly nothing tis, I ſhall ſhew you in 
a few Words. Your firf Complaint, That the Church 
has ſuffer'd, and is in Danger by the Change of the 
Miniſtry, is odd enough at this Time a Day. I'm 
ſatisfyd many who once fell in with that Cry, are 
now aſham'd of it, when they ſee what Courſe ſome 
of thoſe Gentlemen were ſteering ; and indeed, if 
your diſgrac'd Friends are neceſſary to the Safer 
of the Church, you muſt mean the Pretender is 15 
too, (for thither they were carrying you); which is 
ſo ſenſeleſs a Sham, that I leave you to bluſh at it 
when you become capable of calm Reflection: I 
might further re- mind you, that They in Place now, 
are all Church-Men ; yea, better Church-Men than 
thoſe that are turned out: Nor has there been one 


Act of Injuſtice or Unkindneſs done to the Church, 


ſince the Change you make ſuch a Stir about. What 
| | you 
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you talk of a Standing-Army is moſt abſurd, when 1 
you yourſelves have occaſion'd it by your Conſpira- 
cies and Rebellion; nor have you any Thing after 
all to fear from this Standing Army. The King was 
Abſolute in his own Country, and had an arm'd 
Force ready to execute his Pleaſure at any Time, 
and yet none ever heard the leaſt Attempt or Incli- 
nation to Oppreſs any of his Subjects there. Beſides, 
you ſhou'd conſider this ſtanding Force is judg'd ne- 
ceſſary by the Government; is rais'd and continued 
by Conſent of the Parliament: And will you call 
this Oppreſſion and Tyranny, &. eſpecially when 
the Neceſſity is from yourſelves? As for what you 
ſay of Perſons being taken up and impriſon'd for a 
Word, c. tis a poor Pretence ; I hardly believe 
ou can think the Government ought to paſs by 
uch Inſults as are offered it, without ſhewing its 
Reſentment; and indeed you might as well deſire 
the King to reſign all at once, and leave you Tories 
and Facobites to fill his Throne as you pleaſe, and 
trample upon his faithful Subjects. The Suſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Act may appear to ſome a more 
ſerious Matter, and look like an Hardſhip ; but real- 
ly is no ſuch Thing: This Act was made in the 3ſt 
Year of King Charles II: In the iſt Year of ** 
William and Queen eMary, two Acts paſs'd to ſuſ- 
pend it, i. e. to enable their Majeſties ro Appre- 
hend, Detain, and Commit without Bail, ſuch Per- 
ſons as they ſhould find juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect were 
conſpiring againſt the Government; which was 
thought in that Time of Confuſion, neceflary for 
the common Safety. At the Time of the horrid Aſ- 
fa{lination--Plot, in the 7th and 8th Year of King Mil- 
liam, the like Act paſsd; and upon the Pretender 's 
attempting to Land in Scotland in the 6th of Queen 
Anne, the ſame Power was given Her Majeſty by 
Parliament, to Apprehend and Detain ſuch ' Perſons, 
as Her Majeſty ſhould ſuſpet were conſpiring 
againſt Her Perſon and Government ; and now 
on Occaſion of the preſent Rebellion, wbich makes 
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the Reaſon and Neceſſity as urgent as in any of 


the former Inſtances, the ſame Power is granted 


His Majeſty; And pray what is there amiſs in 
this? Where lies the Oppreſſion of it? The KING 
does not diſpenſe with the Law by his own 
abſolute Authority, as you know the Prince did 
whom your Pretender calls Father; but tis done 
by the Legiſlature, pro re nata, for a limited Time 
only, and to anſwer a preſent Neceſſity. | 

F. There's one Thing I had like to have forgot ; 
Tis generally taik'd they have a Deſign to repeal the 
Triennial-Bill. If ſo, farewell all our Privileges! For 
my Part, I'm for ſubmitting peaceably under the Go- 
vernment, as long as I can: But who can fir ſtill, 
and fee our Privileges thus invaded ? *Tis Time to 
look about us, before all be gone. 

I. Privileges invaded ! What ſtrange Language is 
this in the Mouth of a Paſſive, Non- reſiſting Faco- 
bite? When your Privileges were really invaded, you 
not only fare ſtill, but threatn'd with Damnation all 
that offer d to riſe up, and either ſpeak or act for 
the Defence of them. We remember well enough, 
when it was current Doctrine among you, That the 
Legiſlature was veſted in the Perſen of the Prince; That 
the Laws of England were the King's Laws; and that 
@ Power in the King to diſpenſe with a Law, was Law : 
And if any oppoled ſuch Stuff, which utterly ſub- 
verts the Conſtitution, and lays the whole Nation in 
Chains, they were preſently mark'd for a Sacrifice, 
and the Cry was, Away with ſuch Fellows from the 
Earth, *tis not fit they ſbould live. And yet now 
(good Man) who ſo zealous as you for the Rights 
and Privileges of the Nation ! But what does this 
mean? Why ſo concern'd about your Privileges, 
when they are perfectly ſafe, and you know them 
to be ſo? And yet when they are in the utmoſt Ha- 
zard, not one Word of Complaint from you. This, I 
muſt confeſs, would have been a Myſtery to me, but 
that I pretty well underſtand the Make and Frame 
of Facobites and Tories; and you muſt excuſe me, 1 
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I tell you, I have found it their very Nature, To hate 
the King, and love the Tyrant. A Prince of Wiſdom 
and Virtue, that makes the Law the Meaſure, and 
the Good of his People the End of his Government, 
is their Averſion and Burden; thoſe Rays and 
Beams that proceed from ſuch God-like Majeſty, 
and refreſh the good Subjects, are to them like the 
Sun ſhining on a Dunghill, which draws forth its 
Stench : But when, for the Sin of the Nation, Gop 
ſends them ſuch a Ruler as Solomon compares to 
a Roaring Lion, and a Ranging Bear, then we ſee 
em proſtrate at his Footſtool, and hear Nothing, 
but Dread Sovereign, Lord's Anointed, ſucriſicing Lives 
and Fortunes, &c. Such are the Men, and ſuch their 
Manners. But to ſpeak a little ro your preſent 
Grievances ; Why Privileges gone with the Trien- 
nial-Bill? Why fir ſtill no longer? Is not this odd 
enough for a Tory? What! is the King above all 
Law, and may he diſpence with the Law at Plea- 
fure 2 And may not King, Lords and Commons al- 
ter a former Law, according to conſtant Practice, 
ever ſince there was King and Parliament in the 
Nation? What Right had a Parliament about twen- 
ty Years ago, to make a Triennial-Bill, that another, 
e this) Parliament has not to make it Septennial ? 
ery competent Judges, and as ſincerely tender of 
the Subjects Liberties, as any of you Tories, think 
ſuch a Bill good in itſelf, and to be prefer'd to the 
other at any Time, as it would in Part prevent the 
private Expence, and publick Miſchief of frequent 
Elections. But was it otherwiſe ; where lies the 
Modeſty of it, for you to complain of what you 
have made neceſſary 2 Your Friends at Perth, in 
their grand Conſultation on Jan. zo. laſt, encou- 
raged themlelyes, as tis ſaid, not a little with the 
Proſpe& of a New Parliament. Your great Orator 
and >words-man, the Earl of Mar, urged it as a Rea- 
{on for their Retreating from Perth, and nor Fight- 
ing the KixGs Forces, and for dropping their De- 
ſign at preſent, That the Parliament of England world 
ſon 
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Bon expire, and that the next, they were aſſured, wou'd 
be quite another Sort of People. And we know well 
enough, no Endeavours on their Part will be want- 
ing to make them ſo. And can you wonder that the 
Government (who juſtly looks upon you as a Compa- 
ny of harden'd Men deſperately bent upon the Ruin of 
their Country) ſhould do all they can to Countermine 
you, and provide for the publick Safety, as they pro- 
poſe by the Sepremnial- Bill, which I muſt own, I look 
upon as one of the moſt excellent, ſeaſonable Laws, 
we have had ſince the Reformation; and if you wou'd 
ſpeak out, you muſt own, the true Reaſon why your 
Party is ſo much againſt it is, Becauſe it is againſt 
you, and the pernicious Meaſures you are purſuing. 
F. But ſure you can't juſtify the Severities us'd of 
late : Never was there ſuch ſlaughtering before; you 
may well imagine it will occaſion Murmuring and 
Uneaſineſs among the People, to fee ſo much noble 
Blood attainted, and ſo many Lives taken away for 
I know not what: Read all our Hiſtories, and I don't 
believe you'll be able to parallel this in any Reign 
ſince the Reformation, nay ſince the Conqueſt: 
Mercy and Goodneſs is the Glory of a Prince ; and 
methinks a Government that owes its Being to a Pre- 
rence of ſecuring us from Tyranny and Cruelty, ſhou'd 
not lay ics Foundation in thoſe wery Crimes. | 
. I know the poor Sots, that range about the 
Streets, between Drunk and Sober, talk at this Rate ; 
but I'm forry the Infection ſhou'd reach above the 
Mob. However, ſince you have eſpouſed this No- 
tion, weak as it is, and own it as one of your Preju- 
dices againſt the preſent Government, I ſhall debate 
the Matter a little with you, and ſo take Leave. 
It may be neceſſary to put you in Mind (for I ſee 
ou have very miſtaken Apprehenſions of governing 
Mercy) that when God himſelf was pleas d to do 
the Part of a Sovereign Magiſtrate (as I may ex- 
preſs it) and rake the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment into his own Hand more immediately, as in 
the Jewiſh Theocracy, he appointed Capital Puniſh- 
* I | ments 


ments for Offenders againſt the State; and you know 
or may know, that when theſe Criminals were cons 
niv'd at, and exempted from Puniſhment in ſuch Ins 
ſtances as the Law requir'd it, the Land was eſteem d 
polluted, as by the Execution of Juſtice it was eſteem d 
cleanſed, and the political Guile expiated : Now ſhall 
Nan be more righteous or more merciful than God? Or, 
ſhall that be call d unmerciful in an earthly Sovereign, 
which the God of Heaven, when He ſtood in the Re- 
lation of a King to his People, ſo ſtrictly requir'd and 
executed ? I grant, that Mercy is the Excellency of 
a Governor, and ſhould triumph when there is Room 
for it, and it may conſiſt with the publick Safety; 

but in many Caſes, what ſome call Mercy, is not Mer- 
cy, but fooliſh Compaſſion ; and the Exerciſe of it ar- 
gues ſuch Weakneſs in the Prince, as would expoſe his 
Government to Contempt and Ruin. 

But ro come directly to the Point in Hand, wiz. 
The Rebellion, and Sufferings of the Rebels: I find 
you make light of the former, and ſtrangely aggra- 
vate the latter : Let me ask you one plain Queſtion : 
You know, that in the Reign of K. Charles II, and 
K. James Il, ſeveral took up Arms againſt the Go- 
vernment, at firſt under more obſcure Leaders ; the 
ſecond Time under the Dukes of Monmouth and 
Argyle, and were proceeded againſt with Rigor: 
Now ask, What you think of this? Were theſe In- 
ſurrections, Rebellion; and the Executions done up- 
on thoſe concern'd in them, juſt and neceſſary; or 
were they Acts of Tyranny and Unmercifulneſs in 
the Government ? | | 

F. No Man of Senſe and Loyalty ever thought 
other, but that theſe Inſurrections, were an helliſh Re- 
hellion, and that the Government acted honourably in 
proſecuting the Rebels in the Manner they did. Thoſe 
Fanaticks deſerved ten Times more ! 

W. Very well; then J hope you'll grant, that if the 
preſent Inſurrection your Friends engaged in, hath 
more of the horrid Nature of Rebellion in it, and 
many Aggravations, the former had not; and if the 
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Menat Time, were more ſevere than his preſent Majes 
ty againſt the Rebels of this Day, then you'll grant 
Ifay. Your Clamours a ainſt King George on this Head are 
unreaſonable, and muſt acquit the preſent Government, 
or condemn the former you ſo much applaud. 
F. If, and If: This If ſpoils all: If you can prove what 
you ſuppoſe, I'll grant you all you ask; but Idefy you. 
I ſhall prove it preſently ; and defy you and all 
your. Party to object one Word of Reaſon againſt 
what I ſay. The Thing I haveto do, is to ſhew that the 
preſent Rebellion is worſe than that under King Charles 
and King Fames the II; and yet the Sufferings of the 
Rebels /eſs : In order to which, I ſhall compare the 
one with the Other, with reſpet both to the Crime 
and Puniſhment. I ſhall begin with the Crime, the | 
Rebellion it ſelf. | 
(..) In the former Rebellions, there was 4 Papift at 
one Time near the Throne, at another Time, (as in 
Monmouth's Rebellion) actually upon it; whom they 
conſider d as bound to deſtroy them and their Religi- 
on, as they knew he intended it. In this Rebellion | 
here's a Proteſtant upon the Throne ; whoſe Family 
has been celebrated for their Steadineſs to the Prote- 
ſtant Inrereſt ; and his preſent Majeſty is not a Whit 1 
behind his Illuſtrious Anceſtors in this Reſpe& : So | 
| 
| 


1 n 


that They took up Arms againſt a Papiſt ready to de- 
vour them; your Friends joyn with Papiſts againſt a Pro- 
teſtant, zealous to defend and protect them. 

(2.) In the former Rebellions they had the utmoſt 
Pro vocation given them. They did not fright themſelves 
with imaginary Evils, but ſaw their Religion and Li- 
| berties invaded ; felt themſelves almoſt undone by con- 
tinu'd Atts of Violence againſt, and contrary to Law. 
I can't pretend at this Time to enumerate all the Op- 
— — of thoſe Reigns'; they would fill a Volume. 
But ſince you ſeem quite to have forgot theſe Things, x 
I ſhall a little refreſh your Memory. In Scotland the 
poor People were almoſt haraſs'd out of their Lives. 
Lauderdale, the Tool of the Court at that Time, 15 
1 | ta 
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N tbe King's Supremacy, the Ordering 
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iament declaring ; That by Vir 
, of the Government of 
ly belong to bis « Majeſty; and that _.. 
' » be may Enadi — 1 and Corbitntions, com. 
. cerning Charch-e Adminiſtrations, Perſons employ'd in the 
| fame, and all Eccleſiaſtical Meetings, &C. as he ſhall think 
fo, &c. In Purſuit of this, to force the People, to Con- 
formity, and to comply with the King's Will in Mat- 
ters of Church-government and Religion, bigh Com- 
i ourts were ſet up, (too like the Spaniſh Inqui - 
ſition) and ſeveral ſevere Orders were made. It was 
requir'd of the People to give Bond for themſelves, 
Wives, Children, and Servants, to frequent the Pa- 
riſh-Chutch, never to go to the Worſhip of the Presby- 
terians in their Field · meetings whither they were dri- 
ven; Nay, an Oath was put upon them to diſcover 
all they knew that reſorted to theſe Meetings, and 
deliver up all Vagrant Preachers. Theſe Orders were 
executed by Dragoons, who exacted the aforeſaid 
Bond, which if any refus'd, they had 10 or 12 Soldi- 
ers quarter'd upon them, and Sums of Money demand- 
ed beſides the Free-Quarters. And when they had 
drain d the | gang People to that Degree, that they had 
Nothing left to anſwer the Soldiers Demands, they 
were tied Hand and Foot, and dragg d to Priſon 
like Beaſts. At laſt theſe Methods not prevailing to 
ſuppreſs their Meetings as they deſired, Orders were 
given for the Soldiers to Attack the People wherever 
they were aſſembled for Worſhip, which they often 
did, mingling their Blood with their Sacrifices. Now it 
was upon ſuch Oppreflions as theſe, that they took 
up Arms; firſt at Pentland-Hills, and afrerwards at 
Bothwell-Bridge in 1679. How the Cafe was in Eng- | 
Land, I need not tell you; all the World ſaw King 
James aim'd at nothing leſs than the utter Subver- 
ſion of the Government and Proteſtant Religion; 
the Preventing of which was the Occaſion of Men- 
- mouth's Inſurrection, as he owns in his Declaration. 
VUnleſs, ſays be, we could be contented to fee the 
* "Reformed Religion and ſuch as profeſs it, extirpa- 


cc Land 
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C7 Land trampled under Foot, and allthat is ſaered 


e and civilviolated: And unleſs we could be willing 
cc to be Slaves as well as Papiſts, and forget the Exam- 
ee ple of our noble Anceſtors, who convey'd our Pri- 
4 vileges to us at the Expence of their Blood and 
er Treaſure; and withal be unmindful of our Pu- 
* ty to God, our Country, and Poſterity; deaf to 
Fc the Cries of our oppreſs'd Friends; and: he content 
©. not only to ſee them and our ſelves impriſon'd, 
© robb'd, and murder'd, but the Proteſfant Intereſt 
* throughout the World betrayd to France and 
© Rome; We are bound as Men and Chriſtians to 
cc hetake ourſelves to Arms, & 1 
(3. They were deprived of all Proſpect of Relief, 
and Hopes of Redreſs: In Scotland the Law was over- 
ruled, and ſuſpended in a great meaſure: And in Ex- 
land all Methods imaginable were us'd, to ſubject the 
Low. and both the Makers and Interpreters of it to the 
Will ofthe Prince. The Declaration mention'd before 
takes notice. That perjur'd Judges were ſuborn d to 
ee declare for the King's diſpenſing Power : That ſuch 
ec wereadvanc'd to the Bench that were the Scandal 
© ofthe Bar: That by packing Juries,by falſe Returns, 
©. new illegal Charters, and other corrupt Means, 
& they were depriv'd of all Expectation of Succour 
© where their Anceſtors us d to find it; ſo that, ſay 
* they, that which ought to be the Peoples Fence a- 
s gainſt Tyranny, is become the Means of eſtabliſh- 
« ing arbitrary Power, and confirming their Thral- 
© dom. Thus Matters were circumſtanc'd with 
them; They were undone, without any Remexy, un- 
leſs what the Sword brought, which they look'd up- 
on as their laſt Reſort, ' and only. poſſible Means of 


* 


Safety: How far this is your Caſe, I leave the moſt 


harden d Jacobite among you to conſider; and only 
. defire you to reflect upon one Particular relating to 
tire Judges: That now .they not only hold, quem 
diu bene ſe geſſerint, but his. preſent Majeſty has ge- 
nerouſly increas d their Sallaries, that they might ve 
more above Temptation, whereas before they were 
2 55 noc 


C27) *Y 
not only Cidſetted, but to render em more obſequi- ' 
ous; their Patents did run dutante Beneplatito. Upon the + 
Whole, (4:) 'Tis evident thoſe Rebels fought for their 
Religion, Laws, Liberties, againſt Oppreſſion Po- 
pery, and Tyranny: "Tis as Evident you are Free, 
and fight for Slavery ; are at Liberty, and ſeek for 
Chains: Both your Religion and Eſtates are Safe, and 
have, it may be, the beſt Guardian of any Proteſtant 
Church or Nation in the World; and yet Nothing 
will ſerve you but «raw Huth, a Dependant of France, and 
Tool of Rome, that hates both you and your Profeſlion. 
Bluſh O ye Heavens at the Stupidity and Folly. of 
theſe Men! Don't miſtake me, I'm not vindicari 
the former Inſurrections headed by Monmouth and 
others, that's none of my Buſineſs; bur 'tis as clear as 
the Sun at No6on-day,that your's is a black Crime com- 
pared with Theirs: If they were Offenders, you are 
Sinners before the Lord exceedingly, as was ſaid ofthe Men 
of Sodom; Andif | whe allow me to ſpeak my Thoughts 
freely, I muſt ſay, the prefent Rebellion is the moſt 
Complicated Villany that ever was ated among Man- 
kind, ſince Abſalom drew the Sword againſt his own 
ather. 

FJ. Pm a little ſurpriz d, I confeſs, at your Diſ- 
courſe; I did not imagine Things had been thus: 1 
muſt own if what you ſay be true; they had far more 
Cauſe to complain then we have: But do you ſay they 
ſuffer d more, if you can make that out, you'll ſilence 
me for ever. ee” 

. I ſhall make it out preſently: I'm glad 'ris with 
any Proſpect of Succeſs with you. A — Remarks 
upon the Methods taken with the Rebels then, com- 

d with what you ſo much complain of now, will 
ſufficient for your Conviction. 

(1.) The Number of Sufferers at that Time was 
conſiderable. In Scotland They were driven like Sheep 
to the Slaughter. Both the Noblemen that led the 
Parties, Monmouth and Argyle, loſt their Heads: Fef- 
ries condemned above 500 Perſons in two Places on- 


Y, Taunton and Wells; whereof 239 were executed; 
2 D 2 be ſides 
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” beſides what were diſſ patch'd at Dorcheſter, Exeter, and 
Wincheſter ; ſo that he had ſome Grounds for his bru- 


riſh Boaſt, when he return d from the Weſt, (viz.) 
That be bad bang d more Men than all the Fudges of Eng- 
land /ince William the Conqueror. Nor would ſo man 
have eſcap'd as did, had not the Judge's Covetoul- 
neſs pleaded ſtronger than the King's Mercy for their 
Lives: Pardons were fold at all Prices, from 10 J. to 
14000 Guineas; and thoſe that had no Money rare- 
ly found any Mercy. 

(2.) Several ſuffer'd without any Legal Trial and 
Conviction : Which was common in Scotland; where 
the Soldiers, being impower'd by the Council, us d 
to tender an Oath to ſuch as they ſuſpected, and 
if they did not anſwer to Satisfaction, they ſhot or ſtab- 
bed them upon the Spot. There were near 100 ſacri- 
fic'd to the Rage of the Soldiers in this Manner : And 
if they defir'd Time to recommend themſelves to God, 
they were anſwer'd with a Scoff : What the Devil bave 


| you been doing ſo many Years; han't you bad Time enough - 


fo pre in the Caves and Mountains ? 


: (3.) When they allow'd them the Formality of a 


Tryal, the Injuſtice and Tyranny appear'd as fla- 


grant in perverting the Law, as when they ſet it 
wholly aſide. They would try Priſoners without ei- 


ther Accuſers or Libel, requiring them to anſwer ſu- 
per Inquirendis, to any Queſtions that ſhould be put : 
And ſome times they would offer them ſuch Oaths as 
they knew they would not take, and then proceed 
againſt them without any more ado: And if in ſome 
notorious Caſes the Jury ſcrupled to bring in the Per- 
ſon Guilty, the King's Advocate by Threatnings forc'd 
them to it; as did Fefferies in the Caſe of Mrs Liſte 
whom the Jury brought in 3 Times, not Guilty, but 
were ſo Hector'd by the Judge, that they were forc'd 
to comply and cry Guilty. DEN 

(4.) A Variety of Arts were us d to trick People 
out of their Lives, and involve them in the Guilt of 
Rebellion againſt whom they had no Proof at all. 
Witneſs the Stace-QueRions in Scotland, invented 
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ther the one was Rebellion, and the other Murther ? 


Many were impriſon'd for a Year together, and 
never told for what; and not having ſufficient Mat- 


ter of Accuſation againſt them, Spies were ſent in a- 


mong them under the Pretence of being Priſoners, who 


by converſing with them might fiſh out ſomerhin 


which their Enemies might make an Handle of to 


condemn them. Nay, thoſe that were never con- 


cern'd in their Inſurrections, if they gave a Night's | 


Lodging to any of the Rebels, or a Meal of Meat, 


it wou'd be made a Sort of Treaſon, and coſt them 


their Necks. Fefferies trepan'd a great many out of 
their Lives, by telling them, © If they pleaded not 
* Guilty, and were found ſo, they ſhould have lit- 
ce ele Time to live; but if they expected Favour, 


** they muſt plead Guilty): By which Eighty Perſons 


were deluded and immediately condemn'd and exe- 
cuted. Mrs. Liſle, mention'd before, a Woman of 


extreme Age, ſuffer d for High Treaſon, upon Fef-. 
feries's Sentence, for only harbouring a Non-Confor- 


miſt Miniſter, tho' in no Proclamation. 
(.) Their Manner of Proceeding againſt the 
Criminals, either upon their Trials, or at their 


Executions, Was barbarous to the laſt Degree. The 


Bothwell-Bridge Priſoners were brought to Edinburgh 
and kept in an open Church-yard, for Days and 
Nights, without any Thing to ſhelter them from the 
Cold or Rain: Sometimes a Number of them were 
cram'd into the ſame Room, and fo wedg'd toge- 
ther, that they could not ſtoop, but their Excrements 


went from them ſtanding: Some of them by Boots 


and Thumkins had the Marrow ſqueez'd out of their 
Legs and Thumbs, ta make them confeſs: Others, 
when under Examination, were kept waking by 
the Soldiers eight or ten Nights together till they, 
were almoſt diſtracted, and ready to ſay any Thing 
their Enemies weuld have them: And when hey 


came 


— 
I IN | 
to inſnare ſuch as they had a Mind to deſtroy : #s > 
what they thought of the Riſing at Bothwell-Bridge, 
and of the Death of the Biſhop of St. Andrew's, Whe- 
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World ; or at leaſt the Drums were kept beating, &. 


cut off upon one Sentence, and were hang'd 


Mark, and there left to periſh leiſurely by the in- 
creaſing Waves: Others had their Hands and Privy- 
Members cut off, and their Heart pluckt out and 
thrown into the Fire before their Face, 


In England Matters were 01 70 much Kew the 
efferies, Whole very 


ſame Sort. To ſay Nothing of 
Name is Infamous; and gives a Sort of Horror and 
Indignation, eſpecially in the Fe# ; Collonel Kirk 
acted the Butcher beyond moſt you have heard of: 


hang'd, not only without permitting their Rela- 
tions to ſpeak to them, but with Pipes playing, 
Drums beating, Trumpets ſounding, and a 
Military Rejoycings. At another Time he invited 
his Officers to Dinner, near the Place where ſome 
of the condemn'd Priſoners were to be executed, 
and order d Ten of em to be turn d off with a Health 
to the King, Ten with an Health to the Queen, and 
Ten more with a Health to Fefferies : But nothing is 
more Infamous in the Brute, than his Decoying a fair 


Virgin to his Embraces, with the Promiſe of ſaving 


her Brother's Life ; and when he had gratify'd his vile 
Inclinations, hang'd the Man on the Sign of the 
Houſe before the abus'd Damſel's Face. 

(6.) I ſhall only further obſerve, that great Num- 


bers were made Criminals, Indicted, Impriſon'd and- 


Puniſh'd even to. Death (ſome of em) for ſlight Of 


fences : Much leſs than many of your Party are guil- 


ty of every Day. I could give you the Names of 
Scores that were Fin'd and Whip'd for ſpeaking a- 
gainſt the Government, and complaining of Oppreſ- 
ſion: The Taunton Girls were Fin'd Forty and Fifty 
— S Pounds 


that they could not be heard. Some had their Ears 
upon A+ þ 
nother : Some were tied to a Stake within the Sea- 


He caus'd Ninety wounded Men at Taunton to be 


other 


x 


; came to executs any of them, they: generally pur T4 
> off all Humanity: Often the Sufferers might not 
haare Leave to ſpeak a Word at their Death, in Vin- 
dicarion of themſelves, but were hurried out of the 
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es, or to involve innocent Perſons 
ſuch Crimes they have never been 


Word ſpoke againſt the Government made crimina 
as heretofore? If ſo, the Women and Girls durſt 
not talk ſo much ſaucy Treaſon at their Tea-Tables 
as they do, but would be taken up, and whipped, 
for it, as indeed they well deſerve. Act imparriall 
Sir, as becomes an honeſt Man, and then I need fa 
no more, but refer the Matter wholly to yourſelf : 
Only I muſt tell you what I expect from you, unleſs 
you can except againſt what has been ſaid ; wiz. 
That you'll never after this pretend to excuſe the 
| preſent moſt unreaſonable Rebellion: That inſtead 
of reproaching his Majeſty's Government your ſelf, 
ou'll Rebuke ſuch as do: And that as an Ergliſh- 
an and Proteſtant , youill ſnew your Graticude 
That thoſe-unhappy Men, whom yeu're now con- 
vinc'd you have thought too well of, have not been 
able to ruin themſelves, their King and Country, 3 
they attempted. * 
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